[Effect of methysergide on behavior of rats with various levels of corticosteroids].
The effects of methysergide (metisergid), a nonspecific antagonist of type I and II serotonin receptors, on the character of the conditional reflex, learning and behavior of male rats was studied under conditions of low versus high content of corticosteroids. It was established that methysergide improved the ability of animals to acquire and reproduce the active avoidance reflex in the test animals with a deficit of the corticosteroid hormones, while no such effects were observed in rats with increased level of these hormones. Under conditions of the corticosteroid hormone deficit, methysergide stimulated the total locomotor activity in the open field test; in the excess of corticosteroids, the drug inhibited the emotional and grooming behavior components.